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Muddy River Restoration Starts 
with Charlesgate

We have received good news regarding the restoration of the

Muddy River. The State has committed 24 million dollars to the

project, and Boston and Brookline have also committed some

funding.  In addition, the Federal Army Corps of Engineers have agreed to take on the

project.  We are still waiting to hear the dollar amount the Army Corps of Engineers

will contribute.  The Muddy River Restor-ation, in total, is a 90 million dollar project.

With the recent State and City commitments, meeting this funding goal now seems

very promising.  The letters of support sent by The Fenway Alliance member organiza-

tion, and The Alliance’s support for this project, have certainly helped to push it along.

The Muddy River Restoration is beginning with the reconstruction of the Charlesgate

portion. Charlesgate Dredging and Landscape Rehabilitation is an early action item of

the Muddy River Restoration Project which will begin in October 2002. The dredging

will improve flood capacity, improve water quality, and enhance the riparian and aquat-

ic habitat. For project information, look on the web at www.emeraldnecklace.org or

www.muddyriverproject.org or call the Boston Parks and Rec Dept at 617-635-4505.

The Fenway Cultural District
Celebrates Community

What do I say about a dream of The

Fenway Alliance members that is finally

becoming a reality on Monday, October 14?  

Hopefully, "Opening Our Doors: The

Fenway Cultural District Celebrates

Community" is just the beginning of a

series of activities and events designed to

welcome our City and particularly our

neighbors in the Fenway, Roxbury, Back

Bay and South End neighborhoods of

Boston.  Over the years, our institutions

have worked diligently to develop pro-

grams, design buildings, and provide

resources in an effort to increase community access to the wonderful academic and cul-

tural rescources that help define this unique area.  While we represent world class col-

leges, universities, and cultural institutions, we are also here to enrich and be enriched

by those who live and work right in our backyard.  

Two strands that make-up the foundation of our District-- art and education --are

needed now more than ever in these times of political and economic unrest.  Both help

us to understand our world in deeper and more long-sighted ways.  Both entreat us to

act from a place of spirit, hope and civic-mindedness.  In different but complementary

ways, education and art enable us to rethink our perceptions of  "other."  They lead us

to reflect on questions often unsettling about the way the world works and, more hope-

fully, how it could.  

On Monday, October 14, The Fenway Alliance invites you to join us in celebrating

the cultural and academic treasures of the Fenway Cultural District.  We ask you to

assist us to continuously find more and better methods to "open our doors" now and in

the future.  We encourage you to "let the Arts and academics in," as we commit to find-

ing new ways of getting them out.  For a full schedule of events on Oct. 14, see page 5.

--Kelly Brilliant, Executive Director
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A section of the Charlesgate

Dredging Project.
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New Dean at Simmons
Michèle V. Cloonan, Ph.D., currently associate profes-

sor and chair at the UCLA Deptartment of Information

Studies, has been appointed by the Simmons College

Board of Trustees as the Dean of the Simmons Graduate

School of Library and Information Science (GSLIS). She

officially joins Simmons in September.

Cloonan has been chair of UCLA’s information studies

department for five years, and has been associate profes-

sor there since 1995 and has been a member of the facul-

ty there since 1991. Prior to that she was curator of

printed books at Smith College Libraries. Cloonan has

written numerous scholarly articles, book reviews, and book chapters, includ-

ing contributing to Library Quarterly, Dictionary of American Library

Biography, and the International Encyclopedia of Information and Library

Science.

Among her many awards and honors are the Newberry Library Fellowship,

Bibliographic Society of America Fellowship, and the Barbara Goldsmith

Preservation Lecture at New York University. Cloonan belongs to such pro-

fessional organizations as the American Library Association, the Association

for Library and Information Science Education, the American Institute for

Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, and the National Endowment for

Humanities, Division of Preservation.

Cloonan holds a Ph.D. in Library and Information Science from the

University of Illinois. She received another Master’s in General Studies in the

Humanities from the University of Chicago, and her Bachelor’s degree from

Bennington College.

"Michèle is both visionary and practical, and has a strong reputation as

someone who has worked collaboratively with faculty and other departments

or schools at UCLA," said Simmons President Daniel Cheever, Jr. " She is

also the first woman dean of the GSLIS."

Michèle V. Cloonan

Photo by Todd Cheney,

UCLA Photography

Forsyth President Named to 
MIT Advisory Committee

Dr. Dominick DePaola, Fenway Alliance board chairman and Forsyth's presi-

dent and CEO, has recently been asked to serve on the newly established

MIT Alumni Association Advisory Committee on Graduate Alumni. As part

of this committee, Dr. DePaola will assist the Alumni Association staff in

reviewing and assessing program and services, generating ideas, evaluating

metrics and advising in the development of marketing strategies in an effort

to enhance alumni relations offerings.  The committee's 20 members will

serve three-year terms.  

NEC Alum are Winners
Just a month after graduation, New

England Conservatory's Class of 2002

is already making its mark on the com-

petition world.  In May, the Kuss

Quartet received New England

Conservatory's first Professional

Certificate in The Art of String Quartet

Playing, and in June they received first

prize in the prestigious Paolo Borciani

competition.  New England Conserv-

atory's String Quartet Professional

Training Program is designed to pro-

vide concentrated professional training

to select pre-established string quartets. 

Min-Ji Kim, who received her gradu-

ate diploma in cello performance from

NEC in May, also received a first prize

in June, at the Irving M. Klein

International String Competition. 

Teens Participate in
Summer Program at 
The Forsyth Institute

Nine high school students participat-

ed this year in The Forsyth Institute's

Educational Outreach Program (EOP),

an eight-week paid summer internship.

Now in its ninth year, the program pro-

vides a unique hands-on opportunity for

area teens to work alongside Forsyth

scientists to learn scientific techniques

and conduct laboratory experiments on

a full-time basis from June through

August.  

In September, the teens each give a

formal presentation on the results of

their research to their mentors, other

Forsyth scientists and staff, parents, rel-

atives and friends.  To date, 62 students

have participated in the Educational

Outreach Program.  
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Significant Strides made in
Huntington Theatre's 

20th Anniversary Season
The Huntington Theatre Company, under

the leadership of Nicholas Martin, Norma

Jean Calderwood Artistic Director and

Managing Director Michael Maso, closed

its 20th Anniversary Season with more

Huntington theatregoers than ever before

and significant strides toward fulfilling the

Huntington's expanded artistic agenda. The

season closed with more than 18,000 sub-

scribers, the second highest number in the

Huntington's history; a critically acclaimed

Broadway run of the Huntington produc-

tion of Hedda Gabler, directed by Nicholas

Martin and starring Kate Burton who

received a Tony nomination for her role;

and the establishment of a major new com-

missioning program, the Stanford

Calderwood Fund for New American

Plays, which will put the Huntington at the

forefront of new-play development. 

The Huntington Theatre Company

opened its 21st season with Ivan

Turgenev's classic drama A Month in the
Country, adapted by Brian Friel and direct-

ed by Nicholas Martin. A complete list of

the 2002-03 season can be found at

www.huntingtontheatre.org.

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Celebrates
75th Anniversary of Sunday Concert Series

For 75 years, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum's Sunday Concert

Series has presented outstanding chamber music performances to Boston

audiences on Sunday afternoons. The Museum's first director, Morris

Carter, established the Sunday concerts in 1927 as an experiment to

"make the museum more accessible and more attractive."

Today, Director Anne Hawley and Music Director Scott Nickrenz con-

tinues this tradition by bringing exceptional musicians and chamber

ensembles to the Museum. Nickrenz has also expanded the scope of the

Museum's music programs to include performances by young, emerging

classical musicians and jass musicians. Presented in the Museum's mag-

nificent Tapestry Room, the Gardner Musuem concerts offer the unique

experience of hearing chamber music amidst a rich collection of artwork

that includes paintings, tapestries, sculpture, and decorative arts overlook-

ing a breathtaking courtyard with seasonal garden displays.

The 2002-2003 Fall season features the pianist Cecile Licad who made

a sensation at the Gardner Museum two years ago.  Licad returns to the

Sunday Concert Series with a three-part recital series of works by Chopin

and Liszt.  A complete schedule of Fall 2002 concerts can be found on the

web at www.gardnermuseum.org.

BSO Offers 
Student Discount

The Boston Symphony

Orchestra is again offering

area college students the opportunity to

attend up to 20 BSO performances during

the 2002-03 season for a total cost of $25

with the purchase of the BSO College

Card. Each BSO College Card offers a seat

to up to 20 concerts and open rehearsals

during the upcoming BSO season. On the

day of each concert offered through the

card, student cardholders will be able to

call a special phone number listed on the

card to confirm that tickets are available

for that day's concert. Tickets are available

on a first-come first-serve basis, but a min-

imum of 100 tickets will be held for each

BSO College Card Concert. More informa-

tion on purchasing the card is available on

the BSO web site, www.bso.org.

Wheelock Family Theatre Enters 22nd Season
The Wheelock Family

Theatre, now in its 22nd 

season, is an award-winning,

non-profit, professional, equity

theatre which is dedicated to

providing affordable, quality

theatre for both adults and

young people. Through family

oriented productions, the

Wheelock Family Theatre aims

to make theatre a vital force in

young people's lives. To realize

that goal, the Family Theatre

makes quality theatre accessi-

ble to all segments of the

greater Boston community, by producing reasonably-priced shows that

appeal to a wide audience. For the past 22 years the Wheelock Family

Theatre has produced family-oriented modern drama, children's classics,

musicals, and original works, which feature multicultural and intergenera-

tional casts that reflect the make-up of Boston audience. 

Last season, for their production of "The Trumpet of the Swan," the

WFT cast featured eight professional adult actors, sixty children from the

community, and four Deaf performers, two in lead roles. The Wheelock

Family Theatre continues to work at length to mount productions of pro-

fessional standards that challenge designers, directors, and actors. The

2002-03 season includes 3 productions;  "The Witch of Blackbird Pond,"

"The Will Rogers Follies," and "Pippi Longstocking." To find out more

about The Wheelock Family Theatre's upcoming season, look on the web

at www.wheelock.edu/wft/ or call 617-879-2147.

Photo from the 20th season production of "Lilley's Purple

Plastic Purse” by Kippy Goldfarb.
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Street Furniture in the Fenway Cultural District
After an extensive review process, the City of

Boston awarded Wall, USA a twenty-year franchise

agreement to install and maintain the Mayor's

Coordinated Street Furniture Program.  The Boston

Street Furniture Program, the first coordinated pro-

gram nationwide, consists of a Automatic Public

Toilets, Bus Shelters, City Information Panel,

Newstands, and Telephone Pillars.  The Fenway Alliance has been in discus-

sion with Wall, USA about alcohol advertising in the Fenway Cultural

District, and they have assured us that there will not be any alcohol advertis-

ing in this area. The Fenway Alliance has also been working with Wall and

the Boston Redevelopment Authority to modify the City Information Panels

in this area so that the information displayed in our area includes accurate and

complete information about the Fenway Cultural District and larger Back Bay

area.  In addition, The Alliance has been working with Wall, USA and the

BRA to make sure that the Bus Shelters, Telephone Pillars,

and City Information Panels are placed in the most opti-

mal positions throughout the Fenway Cultural District.

There will not be any Automatic Public Toilets in this

area. Wall, USA will be coordinating with McCourt

Construction to install their street furniture in conjunction

with the construction along Huntington Avenue throughout

the coming year.  You can learn more about the City of

Boston’s Street Furniture Program on the web at  

www.cityofboston.gov/basiccityservices/street_furniture.asp.

As this program is installed, please feel free to contact The Fenway Alliance

with any comments or questions that you may have.
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Revitalizing 
Evans Way Park

Evans Way Park is a dusky jewel, at

least for now.  The once-stately Park

sits across Louis Prang Boulevard, at

the southwest corner of the Fenway.  It

is the centerpiece among The Fenway

to its east, Wentworth Institute of

Technology's Evans Way residence

halls on its south, the Isabella Stewart

Gardner Museum to its north, and the

Massachusetts College of Art to its

west.  The Museum of Fine Arts

School is located diagonally across

Louis Prang from the Park's southeast

corner.

The ravages of time and a lack of

adequate attention to this important

park have taken their toll over the

years.  In efforts to keep up both the

functional and aesthetic qualities of

this marvelous neighborhood asset,

Wentworth has maintained the Park for

approximately 20 years.  However,

insufficient water and nutrients have

gradually damaged the Park's lawn,

trees and shrubs.  Despite diligent

efforts over the years, the soil in Evans

Way Park today is hard-packed and

depleted, and its trees have suffered

noticeably.

Wentworth and others have envi-

sioned the revitalization and preserva-

tion of the Evans Way Park.

Wentworth has begun the first stage of

this process by installing an irrigation

system. This initiative would involve

the combined resources of The Park's

neighbors, the City of Boston, and pri-

vate foundation funding to meet the

following key objectives for the Park:

1. Addition of new loam, grass seed,

perennial plants and trees;

2. Installation of an efficient, cost-

effective irrigation system; 

3. Formalization of an ongoing

maintenance plan.

The rejuvenation of Evans Way Park

will go a long way toward the beautifi-

cation of The Fenway, providing

another welcoming aspect to the neigh-

borhood.

The Greening of the Avenue of the Arts
Huntington Avenue reconstruction is

moving along slowly but steadily. You

may have noticed that some trees have

planted in the median strip next to the

train tracks along certain sections of

the Avenue of the Arts.  The rest of the 612 trees that have been planned to

line the Avenue, will be planted in late Spring 2003 after a state-of-the-art irri-

gation system is installed.  The trees that are already in were planted when

there was some debate over whether the trees would be maintained by truck

watering or by an irrigation system (which was in the original contract).

Through several meetings, The Fenway Alliance, with MASCO, successfully

convinced the MBTA to reinstate the installation of the irrigation system,

which means that no more trees will be planted until after the irrigation sys-

tem is installed in the Spring of 2003.  The few trees that have already been

planted will be watered by truck until the irrigation system is installed. When

the tree planting is completed, the number of trees along the Avenue of the

Arts will be more than double the 300 trees that were along Avenue prior to

the reconstruction project.  After a two year grace period, the maintenaince of

trees along Huntington Avenue/Avenue of the Arts will be coordinated by The

Fenway Alliance.  For more information about trees or other landscaping

issues along the Avenue of the Arts, contact The Fenway Alliance, the MBTA

or Pressley Associates.  

An example Bus Shelter.

An example City

Information Panel.


